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A Letter from The Lodge

our staff members have dedicated their professional lives to the 
well-being of young people and to providing them the best possible 
education. Our students demonstrate empathy, respect and kindness 
to one another that result in a positive school environment, not to 
mention leading to lifelong friendships. Our parents volunteer their 
time and energy. Our alumni, some of whom have graduated more 
than 70 years ago, still return to visit their beloved old school. It is 
truly an honour to be part of this special community. 
 This fall, we opened our new Learning Commons. The result 
of a collective effort, this amazing facility will further enhance our 
sense of community at TCS. What was once a lovely, but infrequently 
used, outdoor space has now become an enclosed commons area at 
the heart of the School. Like the traditional piazza or marketplace 
in a town, the commons area provides a space where boys and girls, 
day and boarding students, adults and kids can more easily meet 
to talk and work; to learn and live. Accommodating informal daily 
greetings (with accompanying eye contact!) and more formal events, 
ranging from presentations by university representatives to Reunion 
Weekend activities, the physical core of our school is now a vibrant, 
interactive living room. Our renovated library, academic support 
and guidance areas are already a hit with students and faculty 
alike. And our new entranceway, reception and admissions space 
provide a warm welcome to visitors. At the same time, the Learning 
Commons includes improvements to accessibility, such as the 
new elevator to the library. All of these features provide a tangible 
reminder to everyone on campus that we are part of a first-class 
educational institution. 
 From concept to completion, the Learning Commons has been 
a community project. Individual listening and learning meetings 
with the “end users,” in addition to a host of enjoyable and inter-
esting infrastructure committee meetings, created the vision for the 
Learning Commons. But it is the generous support of our commu-
nity that has made this vision a reality. On behalf of the beneficiaries 
of your generosity, our students and staff, thank you.

 Of course, at TCS we are not known for resting on our laurels. 
We are already focused on our next infrastructure effort: the 
construction of a new Athletic Centre, complete with two gymna-
siums (one double and one single gymnasium), two additional 
squash courts, a new athletic therapy clinic, resistance training 
workout area, classrooms, washrooms, locker rooms and an athletic 
commons area. The goal is to start construction in the spring of 2016 
for opening in late 2017. As I write this, over 90% of our targeted 
$12 million goal has been raised, meaning we are well on our way to 
making this dream a reality too!
 The rationale for the new Athletic Centre is quite simple. Our 
previous gyms were built at a time when there were less than 300 
students at TCS – all boys; all boarding. Expanded indoor athletic 
space is vital to fulfill our mission of developing habits of the heart 
and mind for a life of purpose and service. Boys and girls learn life 
and leadership lessons through sport. And a healthy lifestyle begins 
with a lifelong commitment to physical activity. Instilling these 
healthy habits in our students is an important part of providing a 
21st century education. With your support, we will be home to some 
of the most impressive school athletic facilities in the country.
 To everyone who has, in any way, supported the Learning 
Commons, thank you. To everyone who has supported the Athletic 
Centre project – and to those who will add their support in the 
months ahead – thank you. We are extremely grateful for your 
commitment to the TCS community. 
 I would like to close by extending an invitation to everyone: come 
to campus and see the new Learning Commons for yourself. It is the 
perfect chance to walk the familiar grounds of the old school you 
love, while also seeing an incredible new facility that will improve the 
learning experience for the students of today and tomorrow.

Stuart Grainger 
Headmaster 
sgrainger@tcs.on.ca
www.tcs.on.ca/headlines

“Trinity College School is a caring and kind community.” This is the most consistent, and 

welcome, feedback I receive regarding the School on the Hill.
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sparks of inspiration
The new Learning Commons will be an 
epicentre of engagement between boarding 
and day students, boys and girls, staff and 
students, prospective families and current 
families, as well as alumni and the broader 
TCS community. It is a place to gather, to talk, 
to work, to exchange ideas and plans; a space 
where sparks of inspiration will occur and 
embers of reflection will take place. 

Stuart Grainger, Headmaster

meeting diverse student 
needs
Considerable thought has gone into the design 
and construction of the space, not only to 
achieve environmentally sound standards but 
to optimize flexible learning spaces to equal 
the diversity of our students’ learning needs. 
Distraction-reduced areas for quiet study and 
testing, spaces for small group collaborative 
learning and seminar areas for full classes are 
designed to be simultaneously available. The 
Learning Commons can also easily be reconfig-
ured to accommodate larger groups for special 
learning community events. We are eager to 
experience all that the Learning Commons has 
to offer to our very blessed community.

Jennifer Paziuk, Director of Academic & Student 
Support

welcoming new space
We are blessed to have so many dedicated 
and appreciative users of the library, and this 
warm, well-lit and welcoming new space will 
better allow them to read, research and relax. 
Having more definitive work zones will help 
them to focus on their work, clarify and refine 
their information needs and collaborate with 
others. I was thrilled to see the looks on our 
students’ faces when they saw the new stacks, 
the small group areas, the reading room and 
spectacular classroom, and how beautifully 
the library is integrated into the commons.

Shelagh Straughan, Senior School Librarian

providing for future 
generations
The TCS community has always embraced our 
collective responsibility to renew our infra-
structure for future generations. Our library 
and administration wing was built almost 
50 years ago, thanks to donations in celebra-
tion of the School’s centenary. With the 150th 
Anniversary Campaign, the school community 
once again answered the call and we have 
renewed, and enhanced, this critical part of 
campus for the next 50 years and beyond.

Doug Mann, Executive Director of Philanthropy  
& Alumni

connecting to the past
No question the Learning Commons was a 
challenging and complex project, especially 
since it involved renovating and connecting 
buildings from 1967 and 1928 to our new 
facility. For example, there were a few 
surprises underground including finding 
the old rink foundations where the 1928 
fire started. We also found remnants of the 
old gym which burned down in 1928. The 
remains of these structures needed to be 
removed before construction could continue 
in these areas. A brutally cold winter also 
slowed progress. Our students, staff and 
our construction team weathered these 
challenges, and today we have a beautiful 
new facility at the core of the campus that 
everyone will enjoy for years to come. It really 
is the hub and heart of the campus!

Bill Conley, Director of Property

On November 30, 2015, Trinity College School officially opened the doors of the 

Learning Commons. This incredible new facility includes the transformation of 25,000 

square feet of space to create state-of-the-art library, academic support and guidance 

areas, a welcoming entrance and an incredible commons area at the heart of the School. 

A formal “Dedication and Blessing of the Learning Commons” ceremony is planned for 

spring 2015, but here is a sneak peek at the new facility which is already receiving rave 

reviews from staff and students alike.
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Want to see more of the Learning Commons?
We will be posting many more photos online of our wonderful new space. Go to www.tcs.on.ca/construction to see images throughout the 
construction process leading up to the November 30 grand opening, as well as the latest views of the Learning Commons in use!

sustainability
The Learning Commons includes several 
features aimed at environmental sustain-
ability. State-of-the-art LED lighting 
provides much more light at a fraction of 
the previous costs – both environmental and 
economic. In addition, each room has an 
individual thermostat that controls radiant 
heating panels above the windows and a 
variable air volume system that provides 
heating and cooling from rooftop units. 
Originally built in the late 1960s, this area 
of the School is now fitted with modern, 
energy-efficient HVAC systems, windows 
and sealing of the building envelope. 

technology
Also included in the Learning Commons project is a high tech audio-visual system that includes 
large screens and projectors in the commons area and library, complemented by amplified 
sound and numerous multimedia inputs. All classrooms within the library and academic 
support spaces now have either a ceiling-mounted projector and screen or a flat-screen TV.

accessibility
The Learning Commons is fully accessible, 
including exterior and interior ramps, and 
a new elevator to take visitors to the second 
floor.

Project Scope
Construction on the Learning Commons 
began in June 2014 with the careful removal 
of existing building plaques and cornerstones 
prior to the start of excavation and demolition 
to prepare the site. A new walkway was 
created to link Boulden House to the W.A. 
Johnson Classroom Block, and a walkway 
and gardens were built south of the Memorial 
Chapel. While these features helped to 
re-route pedestrians during the construction 
phase, they will continue to provide seamless 
access across campus well into the future.
 The Learning Commons construction 
project encompassed 25,000 square feet of 
renovation and new build, spread over two 
levels. Extensive renovations to the Senior 
School library, academic support, guidance 
and administrative offices (all built in the 
late 1960s) were coupled with the creation 
of a new main entrance and the enclosure of 
what had been an under-used garden space 
to create a large, bright and comfortable 
commons area, including a grand fireplace. 
Throughout the design and building phases, 
the focus was on creating welcoming, flexible 
and usable space to support the School’s 
amazing programs.

Facility highlights:
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4  Our aging tennis courts were 
relocated to make way for the new 
Athletic Centre. The Arnold Massey 
’55 Tennis Centre opened in 2010 
with four state-of-the-art courts.

4  The Visual Arts Wing opened in 
2011 consisting of two studios 
on two levels, complementing 
the exceptional music, drama and 
dance facilities in LeVan Hall.

4  Our endowment goal of $12 million 
was exceeded with $20.3 million 
raised to date. The endowment fund 
is on track to top $50 million, making 
TCS home to one of the best funded 
financial assistance programs in 
Canadian independent schools.

4  The $9 million Learning Commons 
project opened in November 2015, 
featuring renewed facilities for 
our library, academic support and 
guidance programs, as well as a 
dynamic new commons space in the 
heart of campus.

Completed Projects Include:

Make your donation today at GameOn.tcs.on.ca!
Gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated, and naming opportunities are still available for those able to donate at higher levels.

150th Anniversary Campaign 2010-2016

To learn more and make your donation online,  
visit our campaign website: GameOn.tcs.on.ca.

The final project in our 150th Anniversary Campaign is a new Athletic Centre, 
including two gymnasiums (one single and one double), two additional squash 
courts (for a total of five), cardio and resistance training centre, athletic therapy 
clinic, classrooms, change rooms and more!

Thanks to generous gifts received this fall, the Game On campaign for the new 
Athletic Centre now stands at $11 million or 92% of the $12 million goal. 

The campaign is the final quarter and we need you on the team! 

Support the Athletic Centre and help sustain the important role of athletics 
and fitness in the lives of our students. Add your name to the more than 1,200 
members of the TCS community who have supported the 150th Anniversary 
Campaign so far, and make your donation to the Athletic Centre count even more 
through the Burns-Massey Challenge.

Fundraising for the Athletic Centre is at over 90%!

fall 2015  I  tcs news  I   5



We are excited to announce the publication of Hearts & Minds: 150 Years of Trinity College School, the history book 
celebrating the School’s sesquicentennial! Experience the incredible story of the School on the Hill through never 

before published artifacts, stunning photographs and interviews with members of our school community. Share in the 
events that have shaped the Trinity College School of yesterday and today. This beautiful, 250-page hardbound book 

makes a lovely keepsake or gift. But copies are limited, so don’t miss out on your chance to own a piece of TCS history!

Buy your copy today!
Shop online at www.tcs.on.ca/historybook 
or contact the philanthropy & alumni office at 905-885-1295.

Own a piece of TCS historyearts & Minds: 150 Years of Trinity College School



You can view excerpts from the history book being read by Tom Lawson ’47 and other prominent school 
community members online at www.tcs.on.ca/historybook.

In celebration of the 150th anniversary of the School on the Hill, and in recognition of the 

120-year history of the Oxford Cup race, we present an excerpt from our new history book, 

Hearts and Minds: 150 Years of Trinity College School.

Own a piece of TCS historyearts & Minds: 150 Years of Trinity College School

I
N 1984, TCS Held THe 
the first annual family Oxford 
Cup. What had previously 
been an iconic foot race by the 
School’s best athletes, run every 
fall for more than a century 

through fields and woods, muck and 
mire, was now thrown open to every-
body: faculty, the headmaster, parents, 
Old Boys, every student. The idea was 
not necessarily to win, but to participate 
and be part of the School’s larger spirit.
 The Oxford Cup is a classic example 
of how the School has met and moved 
with change. The first race was run in 
1896, between teams comprising the 
five best runners from each of the upper 
and the lower flats (as houses were then 
known). The prize trophy was donated by 
four Old Boys — Oscar Bickford (1891), 
Joseph Browne (1892), Harold Hamilton 
(1894) and William Dibb (1894) — who 
found themselves thinking fondly of their 
old school while classmates at Oxford 
University. The first race was won by the 

upper flat, which continued to dominate 
until 1903, when boys from the lower flat 
at last prevailed. From then on, tradition 
kept the race restricted to a select group 
of student athletes. The composition of 
the two teams was a closely guarded secret 
until the morning of the race, which was 
a furious gallop through rain or snow 
across 4.2 miles of mud and brambles. 
The event soon gained a reputation far 
beyond TCS as one of the most arduous 
cross-country competitions in all of 
Canada, with enormous bragging rights 
accompanying a win. But traditions even-
tually face the pressure of changing times 
— though the changes in this instance 
took almost 70 years to happen.
 By the late 1960s, a growing interest 
in physical fitness in society at large 
persuaded organizers to open up the 
Cup run to the entire student body. By 
then it was houses, not flats, competing 
and, for purposes of the competition, the 
first five boys from any house to cross 
the finish line were said to comprise that 

house’s team. This shift in philosophy 
was significant; it declared that every 
student, not just an elite cadre of runners, 
was eligible to run. After that, the pace 
of change started to accelerate. In 1982, 
Patricia Papp, an instructor in the art 
department, became the first female to 
run in the Oxford Cup. Then, in 1984, 
the race was opened up to everybody with 
a connection to the School. It became the 
family Oxford Cup.
 Each change in the rules of the 
Oxford Cup changed a tradition. 
But each change was of the type that 
responded to something in society at 
large. In the 1960s, it was the broadening 
consensus that everybody needed to 
be fit; in the 1980s, the breakdown in 
gender barriers and the growing notion 
that participation and “fun” were as 
important as competing and winning. 
Winning the Oxford Cup remained 
important, but now victory embodied a 
new kind of pride.

 Setting the barre
The fastest time recorded in the first century of the 4.2-mile 
Oxford Cup course belonged to James O. Combe ’32, who 
ran the race in 22 minutes, 35 seconds in 1930. So avid a 
runner was Combe that he once slipped away from the 
School without permission to compete in a district track 
event in nearby Oshawa. Headmaster Orchard found out 
about his student’s outing only when he saw the newspapers 
that listed Combe as winner of most of the events.

Students dash for the finish line 
in 1930; the winner was J.O. 
Combe ’32, who would later be 
killed in WWII.

history book excerpt
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Due to the devastating fires in 1895 and 
1928, the early archival records of the 
School are sparse. Unfortunately, there 
are no records on how the School’s first 
decade was celebrated in 1875. However, 
we do have a good sense of just how far the 
School had come in only a few short years 
of existence. This sketch of the School 
on the Hill as it looked seven years after 
it had moved to Port Hope from Weston 
shows the growing young school which 
now included new dormitories, a classroom 
and chapel. In 1875, 10 acres of land were 
purchased for the creation of football and 
cricket grounds.

The past year has been a monumental one for Trinity College School as we celebrated 

the School’s sesquicentennial; to sum it all up, there was a new history book published, 

a gala at Toronto’s Royal York Hotel, a birthday party with fireworks on campus, and 

Rick Mercer as guest speaker for a special Centennial Lecture. But, how were these 

celebrations conducted in the past? What did the School look like as it marked milestones 

in its 150-year history? As the School’s archivist, I am privy to the treasure trove of items 

that preserves our collective memory. Today, we will travel back in time to get a glimpse at 

the TCS birthdays through history.

moments

1875 sketch of TCS by W.A.M. from the Canadian Illustrated News

 10th birthday

from the archives

Milestone
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The 1891 gym circa 1894 and original footings uncovered 
during construction of the Learning Commons

1885 TCS Prospectus

Toronto newspaper from July 1885 detailing Speech Day at 
“Canada’s Eton” and the death of Col. A.T.H. Williams

Special edition of The Record in 1915, including 
recollections by TCS Old Boys and masters

May 24, 1915 jubilee cricket match

As stated in the School’s prospectus, “The 
School is now in its Twentieth year. The large 
and handsome buildings are unsurpassed 
in the Dominion.” On the eve of Speech Day 
1885, both the town of Port Hope and the 
School lost a valued member of the commu-
nity, Lieutenant Colonel A.T.H. Williams. 
Williams was of Penryn Park, Port Hope 
but also a TCS parent and member of the 
School’s Board of Governors. He died on 
July 4, and Speech Day took place just five 
days later, on July 9. The Port Hope Evening 
Guide reported that “in spite of the joy and 
merriment incident to an occasion like that 
there was something which clouded their 
happiness.” This death “cast a gloom over 
Port Hope and…over the whole country.”

What did TCS look like 125 years ago? 
According to the journal Canadian 
Churchman, writing on September 25, 
1890 of the tenure of Headmaster Charles 
Bethune, “appointed in 1870, finding a 
small school, a very limited staff and no 
school house, Dr. Bethune has successfully 
brought the institution through its day of 
small things…to a flourishing condition. 
The school premises now consist of more 
than twenty acres of land…handsome and 
large building…a beautiful chapel presenting 
a south front of eighty feet, warmed 
throughout with steam and hot air and 
lighted with gas and electric light. There are 
also a drill-shed and a gymnasium. An excel-
lent new gymnasium and winter play room 
are to be built this summer.” The School had 
a staff of nine masters, five of whom lived 
on campus with assistance from a group of 
experienced “lady matrons.” In 1890, 154 
students attended the School.
 As mentioned, among the enhance-
ments to the growing school was a new gym, 
planned in 1890 and completed the following 
year. Now, 125 years later, our new Learning 
Commons has been built on the location 
of the 1890 gym and adjacent rink! During 
construction, foundations and remnants 
were revealed during the excavation process.

Due to the Great War, celebration of the 
School’s 50th birthday was postponed; it 
was hoped to delay the jubilee “until this 
unhappy war has ended.” But the end of war 
was nowhere in sight in 1915 and, at last, the 
School did hold a jubilee celebration and 
cricket match on May 24, 1915, preceded 
by a chapel service on May 23. The Record 
published “Recollections” of the School’s 
history including articles by various Old 
Boys. One such recollection came from the 
Reverend C.H.  Brent, Bishop of the Philip-
pines and TCS class of 1881. He wrote, “The 
glamour of Speech Day still stands out among 
the most brilliant moments of my life.”

 20th birthday  50th birthday
“The Jubilee of the School”

 25th birthday
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Friends of the 
Archives
We would like to thank the following 
for their recent donations to the John 
D. Burns Archives at TCS:

• Geoff Dale (retired master)  
– Many files, playbills, copies of The 
Record, photographs, memorabilia

• Hope Gibson ’71  
– Two LP albums: Neophytes and Music 
at Trinity College School

•  Mark Glass (current staff )  
– Coasters from the 125th anniversary 
in 1990 

•  Jack Goering ’43 (retired master)  
– Slide rule in leather case used at TCS, 
other printed materials

•  Virginia Gordon (past parent)  
– Copies of The Record belonging to her 
son, Charles Gordon ’82

•  Madelon Kelly (retired staff )  
– TCS-crested pin

•  Don McCord (former master)  
– Two photographs of TCS staff

•  Clive Meredith ’51  
– Printed reminiscences of TCS

•  Shirley Rainbird (current staff )  
– Wine bottle from the 125th anniversary 
in 1990 

•  David Seagram ’68, wife Martha, and 
family of the late Charles J. Seagram ’36 
– 1934 “Little Big Four” panoramic 
photographs and pennant belonging to 
Charles Seagram

•  Peter Shirley ’79  
– Four panoramic photographs of  
TCS cadets

•  Hunter Thompson ’49  
– Two TCS-crested ashtrays, photo-
graph of the TCS band in the 1940s

Thank you also to William Greer ’43 
and John Hill ’85 for generous financial 
donations to the archives.

Again, “Bloody and desperate war is raging 
in Europe as our Mother country struggles 
desperately to preserve the heritage that 
is hers and ours and the School’s. TCS has 
lived longer than the nation,” wrote K.G. 
Phin, editor of the 1940 Record. The 75th 

anniversary celebrations lasted over two 
days, June 1 to 2. There were nearly 270 Old 
Boys and over 400 people in attendance. 
Cricket players arrived wearing 1865 garb 
and riding in horse-drawn vehicles, to play 
against the Old Boys. There was a dinner 
and speeches at the Cobourg Golf Club, 
followed the next day by a Cadet Corps 
parade, with a Junior School display of 
athletics, including boxing and gymnastics.  

Similar to our 150th anniversary, the School’s 
100th birthday was celebrated throughout the 
year. A new book was published, The School 
on the Hill, to record the School’s first 100 
years of history, written by faculty members 
Archie Humble and John D. Burns. There 
were many alumni branch dinners, sports 
dinners and games, an art exhibit, debating 
tournament and school plays, including 1865 
And All That, created by faculty members 
John Gordon and Tommy Wilson. On the eve 
of May 1, the first Centennial Lecture was 
held, followed the next evening by a big 100th 
birthday dinner hosted in the Peter Campbell 
Memorial Rink. On May 15, the annual 
Inspection Day was held with Governor 
General Georges Vanier in attendance, 
and the Centennial Gates were officially 
dedicated.

Moving towards an even more digital age, what will be 

housed in the John D. Burns Archives to preserve the 

memory of the 150th anniversary? With the year now 

drawing to a close, it is our job to create a collective 

memory of documentation for this milestone moment 

in TCS history.

Written by 
Renée Hillier, History Teacher and Archivist, John D. Burns Archives at TCS
rhillier@tcs.on.ca

You can learn more about the history of TCS by visiting the John D. Burns Archives on the Web at   
www.tcs.on.ca in either the “who we are” or “alumni” sections.

1940 team donning 1865 clothing for the 75th anniversary 
cricket match

Menu and ticket from the 75th Anniversary Banquet (the 
1940 dinner ticket cost $2, while the 1965 dinner cost $10) The centennial play, 1865 And All That

Inspection Day 1965

 75th birthday  100th birthday
“Our Centennial”
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tcs alumni association news

The TCS Alumni Association hosted its 
sixth biennial Art Show & Auction the 
evening of Tuesday, September 22, at 
Toronto’s Spoke Club. Over 100 guests 
enjoyed a cocktail reception surrounded 
by 36 incredible pieces of art submitted 
by alumni, parents and current and 
former staff. A silent and live auction 
allowed guests to bid on their favourite 
works and in doing so support both the 
School and the artists in our community. 
Thanks go to the event committee, led by 
Steph Hodsoll ’02 and including Audra 
Branigan ’01, Jennifer Sharpe ’03 and 
Charisma Panchapakesan ’02, to auctioneer 
Tim Magwood ’88, and to all of the artists 
who shared their work with us.

Art Show & Auction

1  Julia Bakker ’06, Steph Hodsoll ’02

2  Brian Cartwright ’86, Father Don Aitchison (TCS 
chaplain), Brett Hayhurst ’94

3  Lauren Hogarth ’08, Alex Hallink ’09

4  Bryan Sutherland ’03, Alison Stirling ’02

1

3

2

4



Mark McKinney ’77

alumni spotlight

when he was a student at Trinity College School, Mark 
McKinney ’77 “couldn’t get arrested in the theatre.” He audi-
tioned, but never got a role. But that didn’t stop him from 
exploring his creative side. “There were a lot of bright kids there 
and when you put a bunch of boys together – because it was all 
boys at that time – you get this sort of nerd thing going where 
you are obsessed about something, and the thing to be obsessed 
about in my generation was Monty Python.” He memorized the 
sketches of the iconic British comedy troupe and, in doing so, 
became “the class cut-up.” 
 Comedy was a perfect outlet for a young man who consid-
ered himself neither a great student nor a top athlete. After 
TCS and one year at Memorial University in Newfoundland, 
he headed west to Calgary where he joined the Loose Moose 
Theatre Company. There he met Bruce McCulloch, and the 
two would eventually move to Toronto to team up with Dave 
Foley, Kevin McDonald, Scott Thompson and producer Lorne 
Michaels to form The Kids in the Hall troupe in 1985. By 1989, 
the Kids had their own television show on the CBC. “Now that I 
look back, we were incredibly lucky. We were given a television 
show, and given control of a television show, at a time when that 
just didn’t happen.” That freedom led to the creation of some of 

Mark’s most well-known characters, including the Chicken Lady 
and the Headcrusher, and the show’s success saw it picked up by 
U.S. networks CBS and HBO. “It was great chemistry – the troupe 
was stronger than the sum of its parts, so to speak. There was 
bench strength, and there was a lot of originality, which I sort 
of credit, at least in part, from joining a thriving improv scene in 
Calgary that prized independence and originality. By not looking 
to ape or imitate anything else that was going on in the business, 
we became in demand. We offered something new.”
 After Kids in the Hall, Mark followed Lorne Michaels to 
Saturday Night Live from 1994 to 1997 as well as appearing in 
several SNL-based films including Superstar and Night at the 
Roxbury. In 2003, television critics fell in love with Slings and 
Arrows, which Mark co-created and co-wrote with Bob Martin 
and Susan Coyne, in addition to his on-screen role as Richard 
Smith-Jones, the manager of a struggling small-town Shake-
spearean theatre festival. The series won 13 Gemini Awards, 
including a best actor trophy for Mark in 2006, as well as 
multiple Writers Guild of Canada trophies. This was followed 
by a stint as writer and actor in the well-received but short-lived 
NBC series Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip, where he worked for 
showrunner Aaron Sorkin. 
 And then came the opportunity to take the helm of Less 
Than Kind, the critically-acclaimed series about growing up 
in a dysfunctional family in Winnipeg. The show won Gemini, 
Canadian Comedy and Canadian Screen Awards, and Mark’s 
work as a writer was also recognized. “Doing the first few edits 
of Less Than Kind, and seeing that what we’d set out to do was 
coming together, that we’d selected the right people and the cast 
was great and the comedy was really funny, and I’d been involved 
from soup to nuts,” meant the project remains as one of his 
proudest achievements.
 Having worked creatively in so many different capacities – 
and with such success – he finds it difficult to say which “hat” he 
prefers to wear. “It doesn’t matter (which job you’re doing). All of 
those various hats can be hell if you’re in a bad situation, and all of 
them can be marvelous. Whatever is creatively healthy is always 
the most appealing thing.”
 What he’s currently doing is a new American network series, 
Superstore, helmed by Justin Spitzer from The Office, and starring 
America Ferrera, Ben Feldman, Colton Dunn and fellow Cana-
dian Lauren Ash. And while it has been a change of pace for the 
former producer to move back into acting – “I knew going into 
this job that I would have to practice shutting up,” he says – he 
relishes the opportunity to be part of a strong ensemble yet again. 
“I realized sort of mid-career that I was a person who depended 
on active collaboration as opposed to being the type of person 

From class clown to comedy star

Continued on page 15

G. Pimentel Photography courtesy of Academy.ca
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imagine that you have been “kicked by Jason Statham, gutted 
by Hugh Jackman and held by Al Pacino” as you take your last 
breath. All of this and more has been part of the amazing adven-
ture of Kit Mallet ’89 since he began working in feature films and 
television in the early 1990s. Today, Kit has moved behind the 
camera, but the many years he worked as an actor and stuntman 
continue to fuel his passion as a director and producer.
 Hailing from a small Ontario farming community on the 
Quebec border, Kit came to TCS in search of a broader educational 
experience than was offered back home. He loved the camaraderie 
of the boarding environment and excelled in the School’s rowing 
program, where he was team captain and earned Bigside colours. 
He has fond memories of meals at the “Islander table” and hours 
spent in Rig Morris’s math classes (where, inevitably, a sleeping 
student would be woken up by Mr. Morris loudly dropping a 
stack of books on the boy’s desk). Kit also warmly recalls the late 
Michael DuBroy, Burns assistant housemaster, who would “crank 
his Nakamichi sound system” for the students to hear, and faculty 
member Peter Kedwell, who would rent the boys’ favourite movies 
– often action films – for them to watch on the weekends.
 At TCS, Kit says, “I learned how to learn. The typical education 
system seems to place importance on what to learn and not how to 
learn. This is where TCS sets itself above the rest.”
 Kit’s interest in film came at an early age. Using a neighbour’s 
super-8 camera, he and friends would film themselves imitating 
the moves they saw in martial arts and action movies. Upon 
graduation, he had the chance to go to stunt film school, an 
opportunity his mother supported. “I grew up riding motocross 
and riding horses. She used to watch me all the time getting in 
bad bike wrecks or other crazy situations.” Becoming a stuntman 
“was the perfect transition.”
 But success is never easy in the entertainment business. “It 
takes a strong character to be rejected hundreds of times. Being 
compared to the top people in their field when you aren’t even close 
to their skills, it takes a strong character to maintain your confi-
dence.” And Kit did persevere, starting in television series such as 
Stargate SG-1 before making the move into feature films. The 2000 
film The 6th Day provided one of the highlights of his career, when 
he was called in as a potential stunt double for Arnold Schwar-
zenegger. After hours of make-up (and an unfortunate haircut!), Kit 
was brought on set and, with some trepidation, walked towards the 
star. “When I finally got to him, he laughed and gave me a big hug, 
welcoming me to the very small group of Arnie Doubles. For a stunt 
performer, the ultimate career success is to double a big star, and 
Arnold was the biggest to ever hit the screen.”
 A series of incredible opportunities followed over the next 15 
years – work in franchises including X-men, Fantastic Four, Night 
at the Museum, and big budget films such as iRobot, Watchmen 

Kit Mallet ’89

and Man of Steel. His work encompassed a broad range of stunts: 
car stunts, high falls, fights, sword work, firearms, water scenes, 
prosthetic make-up and fire burns. With each film came a greater 
understanding of the cinematic process and a deeper involvement 
in the staging and filming of action sequences. The 2006 block-
buster 300 remains among Kit’s proudest work and an example of 
the important role of stunt performers in the creative process. He 
explains: “Fights are built around the performer’s ability so you 
always have a significant contribution to the look of the fight. The 
director, Zach Snider, used our own fights and actually filmed 
them exactly as we saw the best way to do it.” Stunt work, rather 
than being a field for daredevils, is focused on minimizing risk 
and combining “physics and art” to make the scene work. “Today, 
a typical stunt performer knows not only how to do the stunts 
and to perceive what the director wants, but also how to film that 
vision and to edit it to show the production team.”
 But stunt work also carries enormous risk. Filming 2010’s 
The A-Team, a cable snapped causing Kit to plummet 25 feet to 
the ground, shattering several vertebrae in his neck. With actors 
Bradley Cooper, Quinton Rampage Jackson and Sharlto Copley 

alumni spotlight

Continued on page 15

Moving behind the lens to bring action to life

From left: Daughter Scarlet, wife Rikki Gagne, son Sebastian and Kit Mallet ’89
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In the fall of 2013, we 
were pleased to announce 
The Strategic Plan for Trinity 
College School 2013-2018. 
The goals of our strategic plan  
will guide our teaching and 
learning, the care we provide,  
and the community we wish to 
grow and sustain.

We will offer an 
education that is 
rooted in shared 
values.

Our approach to 
education will be 
characterized as 
personal.

We commit 
to building a 
sustainable future 
for the  School.

As part of the ongoing effort to keep 
the TCS community apprised of 
developments relating to our strategic 
plan, we will share regular highlights of 
specific initiatives supporting our three 
strategic goals.

For further details and updates on the 
strategic plan, visit us online at  
www.tcs.on.ca/strategicplan.

The sustainability of healthy enrolment at Trinity College School has been a project at 
the forefront of the School’s priorities since the launch of our first formal strategic plan 
in 2007, as well as the more recent Strategic Plan for Trinity College School, 2013-2018. 
Maintaining a healthy balance between day and boarding students, and Canadian and 
international students is no easy task, but with initiatives to increase annual financial 
assistance and offer select tuition incentives to students who would benefit from the TCS 
experience, that balance is being preserved. 
 On the domestic front, TCS has taken a leadership role within The Association of 
Boarding Schools (TABS) who, this past summer, approved the North American Boarding 
Initiative (NABI). Set to start this fall, the initiative will focus on how to generate more 
domestic boarders for all TABS member schools. TCS was one of the first Canadian 
schools to commit to the NABI. 
 Looking abroad to our emerging international markets, we have moved to a targeted 
approach over the last few years, identifying our top 10-12 international markets 
and committing to a year-long presence through advertising and multiple visits by 
admissions staff, philanthropy & alumni staff, as well as the headmaster. Some of our 
top international markets include Bermuda, Cayman Islands, China, Germany, Nigeria, 
Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Bahamas and Hong Kong. 

Goal 3: We commit to building a 
sustainable future for the School.
Our collective vision for the School’s future includes 

a healthy balance between day and boarding 

students as well as Canadian and international 

students. We will work to reduce financial barriers 

for students who would benefit from the TCS 

experience by increasing annual financial assistance and offering select tuition 

incentives. We will further target emerging markets and ask for the help of our 

global ambassadors in supporting our admissions efforts.

Supporting a healthy enrolment
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 We are working to add new emerging international markets each 
year with assistance from the Canadian Accredited Independent 
Schools (CAIS) Boarding Initiative as well as selected agents. For 
example, Kathy LaBranche, TCS director of admissions, recently 
visited Turkey where she met with local schools and travelled around 
the country to learn about the culture and establish a TCS presence. 
 This past year, in an effort to maintain the Senior School’s robust 
boarding tradition, we enrolled a total of 278 boarding students 
versus 184 day students, or 60% boarding students. This is our 
strongest number of boarders in recent years. Our solid foundation in 
boarding is, in part, due to the successful recruiting of Grade 9 and 
10 students. This year marks the largest number of Grade 9 boarding 
girls ever at TCS and will result in us having to recruit fewer boarding 
students next year. We also currently have 45 students between 
Grade 9 and 10 on the Canadian Families Boarding Incentive 
program, which was introduced in celebration of the School’s 150th 
anniversary. This solid foundation in boarding makes for a higher 
selectivity with respect to applications and in turn a healthier TCS 
community. 
 We hope to make enrolment and boarding more affordable 
for students by increasing annual financial assistance while also 
offering select tuition incentives. Included in these initiatives are 
the Donald F. Hunter Scholarships, awarded to two promising 
day students who reside in the Durham Region, Peterborough or 
Northumberland County. The scholarships include full tuition for the 
duration of the recipients’ studies. The first recipients are Gemma 
Varty of Northumberland County and Frances Harvey of Keene. 
Previously, the Hunter Scholarship was awarded to Cayman students, 
and to reinforce the School’s commitment to this market, this year 
the first-ever Cayman Scholarship was awarded to Zororo Mutomba. 
The Cayman Scholarship provides full tuition (including boarding) 
for the duration of the student’s studies at TCS. This year marks our 
most successful recruiting year in Cayman ever, bringing in nine new 
students, making Cayman our second largest international market. 
 In order to provide more of these financial assistance initiatives 
to students, we have been working to increase the TCS endowment 
through the generous support of donors. The endowment currently 
sits around $50 million thanks to the 150th Anniversary Campaign, 
double the amount it was five years ago. Using funds from the 
endowment we will increase the amount of available financial 
support for promising young people. 
 With TCS currently abuzz with intermingling languages from 
around the world, the campus feels like a global community. Through 
daily interactions our students are learning more than just facts; 
they are absorbing cultural knowledge, an experience we hope to 
continue to cultivate and expand upon. One of the key forces in 
developing our international markets is the Global Ambassadors 
initiative. Alumni and parents around the world support our 
recruiting efforts by joining us at admissions fairs, sharing their 
TCS experience with families, distributing marketing materials, 
assisting with event logistics and even opening their homes to host 
receptions. 
 We have also received wonderful support from ambassadors 
in our day market. One significant initiative undertaken in the past 
couple of years is that the admissions team is working closely with 
Chambers of Commerce, including attending chamber events, 
to keep the TCS brand in the spotlight in our local communities. 
Similarly, we are educating realtors in the Northumberland-Durham-
Peterborough area so that they can better inform buyers about 
TCS as an educational option. Our day ambassadors have been 
tremendously helpful, joining us for events to speak personally about 
the School.  
 When it comes to marketing the School, there is no better tool 
than sharing the real stories of our TCS families, past and present. 
If you would like more information about how you can support our 
admissions efforts, please contact Director of Admissions Kathy 
LaBranche at 905-885-3217 ext. 1208 or klabranche@tcs.on.ca.

By Andrew Cruickshank, Contributing Writer

Alumni Spotlight: Mark McKinney ’77

Alumni Spotlight: Kit Mallet ’89

(Continued from page 12)

(Continued from page 13)

who goes away and writes on their own… Maybe this is the legacy 
of sharing and learning at close quarters in a boarding school, but 
I’ve always loved a group creative effort. Like Kids in the Hall or 
Slings and Arrows, which I wrote with two other people, I love the 
give and take.”
 Throughout his many achievements, The Kids in the Hall has 
never stayed in the background for very long. Last year the group 
toured as a live act, working on new material and calling on their 
improv skills, a format Mark says brings out the best in the cast. 
“There’s a kind of creative shorthand, and because we’re older we 
are slightly less brutal to each other. It’s fantastic.”
 What would he like to do next? Theatre, feature films, writing 
prose. All of these artistic forms interest him. For a creative mind 
constantly seeking out its next project, the trick is learning how 
to slow things down. This means spending time in meditation 
and trying to eat well and stay active, including recently taking up 
boogie boarding at Venice Beach. “I like kind of doing nothing,” 
Mark admits, “just washing dishes and turning off my brain, 
because I use a lot of it at work.”

at his bedside, Kit faced an uncertain future – the injury caused 
paralysis in his right side for the next 18 months. But the accident 
also gave him the impetus to pursue other aspects of filmmaking, 
including inventing the world’s lightest 3-D camera rig during 
his recovery. He had begun directing action scenes for Russian 
films and in doing so found his new calling. “There is no feeling 
equal to calling ‘Action’ and having 200 explosions, several tanks, 
hundreds of soldiers and dozens of stunt guys creating this 
incredible action.”
 Now a father of two (daughter Scarlet is 14 and son Sebastian is 
just a year old), Kit’s eyes are firmly on the future. His production 
company has several projects in the works and is in discussions 
with major stars from Kevin Costner to Michael Fassbender. He 
also oversees a 3-D company which is acquiring funding for over 
50 other productions. And he has a burgeoning interest in virtual 
reality and its role in film. Movies have become a family business. 
Kit’s wife Rikki is also a successful stunt performer and his sister 
Tonya is working with him as a writer on several upcoming films. 
He revels in the opportunity to take his family around the world, 
seeking out the next great adventure.
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Reunion Weekend 2015

photo gallery

reunion weekend was another terrific 
event in this our sesquicentennial year, with 
almost 300 alumni from years ending in ’0 
and ’5 returning to the School to celebrate 
reunions from their 5th to their 70th. 
 The festivities began on Friday, May 22, 
at the 27th Annual TCS Golf Tournament. A 
field of 92 players had a great time playing 
the Dalewood Golf Club course. The winning 
team was a group from the early 2010s, and 
the Jocko Taylor ’67 award for loyalty and 
dedication to the School was given to Greg 
Davies ’80, a long-time volunteer and TCS 
supporter. The class of 1980 paid special 
tribute to classmates who have passed away 
by gathering at what they have named the 
“Trinity Tree” at Dalewood. Friday night 
found reunion alumni enjoying class dinners 
at restaurants around Port Hope.

 Close to 300 guests attended the full 
reunion dinner Saturday night, with many 
others on campus during the day. The 
annual Old Boys cricket match and the 
reunion cycling tour organized by Courtney 
Christ ’95 were held Saturday morning, 
and the Bigside rugby team’s CISAA 
championship game was a huge draw. To 
have the TCS team win so readily energized 
our alumni for the Old Boys rugby game 
– maybe a bit too much, resulting in a few 
bruises and sore muscles! 
 Saturday’s Evensong chapel service in 
recognition of the School’s contribution 
to the war effort was amazing, especially 
seeing our alumni from the war years, 
including one who hadn’t been back to 
TCS in more than 70 years! Following the 
service, the headmaster’s presentation in 

the Dick and Jane LeVan Theatre Saturday 
night was well-received, as was the 150th 
anniversary film. 
 The weekend wrapped up with Sunday 
morning brunch in Osler Hall. 
 Once again, the School was grateful to 
receive generous reunion gifts, including:
•  The class of 1995 donating funds to 

refurbish the Bethune House doors in 
memory of classmate Andrew Westlake;

•  The class of 1955 donating funds to 
refurbish the W.A. Johnson Classroom 
Block, Osler Hall and Trinity House doors;

•  The class of 1990 working towards a 
$100,000 gift to name a room in the 
Learning Commons;

•  And many new gifts to the Athletic Centre.

1 2

43

Reunion Weekend 2016 is set for May 27-29; we will celebrate classes ending in ’6 and ’1, but we invite all alumni to come to campus 
for the weekend and take part in the festivities. To learn more, contact your year chair or the philanthropy & alumni office at 905-885-
1295 or events@tcs.on.ca. Information will be posted online at www.tcs.on.ca/reunion.

1  From left: (back) Bob Paterson ’42, George Currie ’45, 
Norman Paterson ’43, Geoff Dale, Jack Goering ’43, 
Larry Higgins ’42; (front) Bob Spence ’42, Peter 
Armour ’41, Doug Huestis ’42, Dick LeSueur ’44, Bill 
Greer ’43, Ken Scott ’43, Tom Caldwell ’42

2  Class of 2010, from left: (back) Jamie Bisset, Brendan 
McGorman, Morgan Beatty, Melody Burke, Nick 
Chauvin, Madison Tutton, Matt Buckman, Nicole 
Schmidinger, Rachael Guichon, Jack Widdowson, 
Katrina Macdonald, Katherine McMichael, Rebecca 
Ost, Zain Kauser, Alex Beeson, Pat Byrski, Paige 
Stewart, Anna Rau, Cassandra Severs, Justin 
Kleinschroth, Spencer Irish, Michael Czegledy, 
James Farrell, Alexander McKenzie, Benjamin 
Crase; (middle) Shevaun Mistry, Stephen Glassco, 
Peter Byers, Trevor Clark, Mel MacCoubrey, Dakota 
Wellman, Julia Roberts, Taylor Flynn, Jacqueline 
Knapp, Kelly West, Fernanda Munhoz, Rochelle Konn, 
Monika DuMoulin; (front) Conner Charlebois, Patrick 
Kelley, Kirsty Laidlaw, Mike Bushuk, Stefanie Thomson, 
James Wagstaff, Daniel Large

3  Stuart Grainger presents the Jocko Taylor ’67 Award 
to Greg Davies ’80

4  Class of 1960, from left: (back) Peter Chubb, Eduardo 
Robson, Mike Turner, Pete Paterson, Nick Ketchum, 
Tom Eadie, Allan Wakefield; (front) Ron Atkey, Kerry 
Martin, Bill Whitelaw, Roger Yates, Carol Borgh, 
Norma Yates, Max Ferro
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5  Class of 1965, from left: (back) Peter Carey, Linda 
Carey, Bill Austin, Bill Dupont; (front) Elaine Sheppard, 
Richard Irvine, Roger Glassco, Brenda Glassco

6  Retired masters Tim Hay, Les Robling and Mike 
Stevens, with Father Don Aitchison

7  Class of 1990, from left: (back): Patrick Lin, Chris 
Mack, John Gibb-Carsley, Jon Turner, Blair Keiser, 
Michael Watkinson, Jonathan Good, Darren 
Cunningham, Grant Gibson, Graham Douglas, Mike 
Armstrong, Paul Potvin, Andrew Korpela, Trevor 
Whike, Sebastien Marcoux, Daniel Holmes, Pascal 
Risler, Jamie Clubb; (middle) Keith Lee, David Welch, 
Mike Forbes, Zack Moniz, Guy Bowen, Matt Boswell, 
Ryan Abraham, Mike Layug, Jason Taylor, Ed Chart; 
(front) Dan Holland, Jeremy Peterson, John Tamblyn, 
Craig Wing King

8  Class of 1995, from left: (back) Mike Ross, Rory 
Ogilvie, Gord Turner, Jamie Treholme, Damian 
Micomonaco, Geoff Tomlinson, Marc Morin, Scott 
Feddery, Steve McCuaig, Max Saegert, Andrew 
Ennals, Mike Cogan, Edward Lee, Phil Richer, 
Courtney Christ; (front) Rob Gorrie, Maeve (Kerin) 
Cashin, Mary Evans, Jonathan Walker, Danny Salmon, 
Kristen Matthews, Graeme McIntosh, Mike Griffiths

9  Old Boys versus Bigside cricket match

10  Class of 1955, from left: Tony Ketchum, Michael 
Davies, Arnold Massey, Sandy Scott, Peter Saegert

11  Old Boys rugby game

12  Class of 1975, from left: (back) Steve Sylvester, Dave 
Allen, Steve Jarvis, Howie Grant, Dave Sleeth, Jim 
Leavens, Fred Dalley, Loney Brown, Sandy Johnson, 
Derek Fisher, Phil Wright, George Southey, Colin 
Brown, Geoff Maier, Alastair Mcdonald, Arne 
Hassel-Gren, Gareth Jones, Evan McCowan, Brian 
Lynn; (seated) Tim Hay, Laura Jarvis, Jennifer Brown, 
Adrienne Fisher, Margaret Found, Patti-Ann Allen, 
Jacqui Hassel-Gren, Anne Mari McCowan, Jeanne 
Marie Lynn

13  Golf participants take time out to remember 
classmates who have passed away

14  Class of 1980, from left: (back) Fraser Gamble, 
Gregory Davies, Leslie Pindling, John Belyea, Ted 
Southey, Randall Bain, Steve Frank; (front) Brent 
Barootes, Fred Muldowney-Brooks, Chris Cowan, 
Marc Lafontaine, Doug Macfarlane, Tom Delaney, Ian 
Warren, Mark Stewart

15  Class of 1985, from left: (back) Cayley Hill, Nick 
Strube; (front) Michael Southey, David Robertson, 
Peter Durant

16  Reunion Cycling Tour

17  Class of 2005, from left: (back) Mitch Fookwe, 
Marc-Andre Chagnon, Ronny Ko, Anthony Kelamis, 
Daniel Moulton, Andrew Wilson, Brendon Watts, 
Brett Murray, Caspar Yue, Maxwell Marshall, Marcus 
Mitchell; (front) Charles-Phillippe Truchon Fehler, 
Philippe Cordeau, Lesley McLelland, Liesl Richter, 
Robyn (Brophy) Clark, Justine Frostad, Meaghan 
Wilcox, Shalani Aggarwal, Michelle Churchman
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Join us for

Reunion Weekend
May 27-29, 2016

While we will be celebrating classes ending in ’1 and ’6,  
all alumni are welcome to come and take part in Reunion Weekend.

For details or to register for events, go to www.tcs.on.ca/reunion  

or contact the philanthropy & alumni office at events@tcs.on.ca or 905-885-1295

the 75th annual Toronto Branch Dinner 
took place October 29 at the Badminton 
& Racquet Club of Toronto. With over 110 
alumni and current and retired staff in 
attendance, the evening was terrific and the 
camaraderie was heartfelt!
 The evening began with our customary 
cocktail reception with passed canapés. 
After guests were seated for dinner, 
Toronto Branch President Graeme 
Jewett ’77 welcomed everyone and TCS 
Alumni Association Vice President Julia 
Bakker ’06 provided a toast. Headmaster 
Stuart Grainger gave a brief update on the 
School before Canon Don Aitchison said 
grace, and everyone enjoyed a roast beef 
dinner.
 Later, Headmaster Grainger presented 
alumni ties signifying honorary alumni 
status to staff members Jennifer Agnew-
Pople, Patti Cumberland, Donna Elder, 
Tricia Mandryk and Rick Traugott, each 
of whom has achieved the milestone of 20 
years of service to TCS.
 Finally, the Toronto Branch Medal was 
presented to Ross Large, retired faculty 
member, coach and housemaster, for his 
distinguished 34 years of service to the 
School and the community. Current faculty 
member Bob Ramsay said a few words 
about Ross and the medal was presented by 
Graeme Jewett.
 Thanks are due to all of the guests, 
Graeme Jewett and the Toronto Branch 
executive, and the donors to the Toronto 
Branch Subsidy and the raffle.

photo gallery

1  From left: Graeme Jewett ’77, Ross Large, Bob Ramsay

2  From left: Tom Ridout ’82, Migara Weerasinghe ’84, 
Dan Hill ’82, Andy Pain ’82

3 From left: Katie Flynn ’93, Hope Rennie ’93

4  Headmaster Grainger with honorary alumni, from left: 
Jennifer Agnew-Pople, Donna Elder, Tricia Mandryk, 
Rick Traugott, Patti Cumberland

5 From left: Eddie Long ’56, John Vernon ’56

6 From left: Tony Prower ’46, Greg Hodges ’91, Pam Dew

75th Annual 
Toronto Branch 
Dinner

1

2

4

5 6

3
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Join us for

Reunion Weekend
May 27-29, 2016

While we will be celebrating classes ending in ’1 and ’6,  
all alumni are welcome to come and take part in Reunion Weekend.

For details or to register for events, go to www.tcs.on.ca/reunion  

or contact the philanthropy & alumni office at events@tcs.on.ca or 905-885-1295

Friday’s EvEnts  

•  28th Annual Golf Tournament  
– open to all alumni, parents, staff 
and guests 

•  Class Dinners – for classes ending  
in ’1 and ’6

saturday’s EvEnts  
Open to all alumni

•  School tours
•  Official dedication and blessing of 

the Learning Commons
• Archival displays
•  Alumni games (rugby, cricket and 

cycling tour)
• TCS sports teams in action
• Special pre-dinner presentation
• Reunion Dinner under the Big Top!

sunday’s EvEnts  
Open to all alumni

• Reunion Chapel Service
• Brunch in Osler Hall



Realize what’s within.

Trinity College School is offering a $50,000 incentive for students entering Grade 9!
As we celebrate 150 years as a leading Canadian boarding school, we are further investing in the future of 
young Canadians. The Canadian Families Boarding Incentive Programme gives students the opportunity to 
experience the full benefits of a boarding education at a 25% savings — that’s $50,000 over four years!

Learn more at: tcs.on.ca/canadianboarding

Co-ed boarding and day school in Port Hope, ON

Where                                                                             

just got more    



Tony Lash ’58
april 1, 1939 – july 11, 2015

In July, the class of 1958 was 
saddened to learn of the passing 
of Tony Lash in a car accident 
which also took the life of his 
son, David. At the family’s 
request, classmate Tim Kennish 
was asked to record his recollec-
tions of Tony during their time 
together at the School, for the 
celebration of Tony’s life which 
took place in the summer.

Tim writes: “My principal memories 
of Tony go back to the time when we 
were both students at TCS and when we 
worked together at Camp Hurontario. 
I suppose it is a bit unusual for someone 
to regard a fellow classmate as a role 
model but that was certainly true in 
my case in regard to Tony. Early on, I 
recognized that he was a very excep-
tional individual: a person of very fine 
character, with many diverse skills and 
abilities.

 “This quickly became evident 
through the many awards he received, 
the positions of responsibility he held 
and his accomplishments during his 
time at the School. Specifically, in the 
Junior School he won the two most pres-
tigious prizes awarded to students there, 
namely, the Paterson Cup for Athletics 
and the Hamilton Bronze Medal for 
outstanding leadership and citizenship. 
In his first year in the Senior School he 
won the Margaret Ketchum Prize for the 
Most Outstanding New Boy in his class.
 “The following year he made the 
First football and swimming teams, an 
unusual feat for a Grade 10 student. 
In his final year he co-captained the 
Little Big Four Championship football 
team which was both undefeated and 
unscored upon in league play and on 
which he starred at quarterback and 
was our leading ground-gainer. Also 
that year, he was captain of the swim-
ming team which won the Eastern 
Canadian Interscholastic Swimming 
Championship and the Martlet trophy. 
He personally was awarded the Pat Osler 
Cup as the top swimmer on the team. He 
received coveted Distinction Caps for his 
outstanding performance in both sports. 
He also was the winner of the Grand 
Challenge Cup – Runner Up for overall 
success in athletics
 “Tony was the Co-Adjutant of the 
Cadet Corps and a co-recipient of the 
Osler Challenge Cup given to the best 
cadet. He was co-head or associate-head 
prefect in his final year, and he won 
outright that year two major ‘character’ 
awards, namely, the Jack Maynard 
Memorial Trophy and the Bronze Medal.
 “Lest you think he was not a student 
or otherwise diversified, he also won 
the 6th Form Geography prize and was a 
leading voice in the school choir. 
 “Even in those days he displayed a 
flair for technology, creating a number of 

impressive electronic gadgets. Notwith-
standing all his accomplishments, Tony, 
at a personal level, was modest, genial 
and outgoing. He was also both widely 
admired by, and enormously popular 
with, his schoolmates. 
 “He was similarly a force to be 
reckoned with as a camp counsellor. I 
recall being on a canoe trip with Tony 
and being amazed how, after a day of 
hard paddling, Tony’s boat would be the 
first to arrive at our intended camp-
site, and he would, with characteristic 
enthusiasm, energy and great physical 
effort, lead the campers in setting up 
the tents, collecting firewood, getting 
the evening’s dinner and otherwise 
preparing the campsite, while all the 
time teaching them how all this should 
be done properly.
 “I guess it should not have been a 
surprise that he won the heart of the fair 
Marion, who held sway in the camp’s 
dining room.
 “Tony was a truly remarkable person. 
I feel fortunate to have known him.”

Tony was predeceased by his wife, 
Marion, in 2011. The School extends its 
sympathy to his family.
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From Grades 6 to 8, Andrew was a day 

student at another independent school in 

Ontario, while his older brother, Angus, 

attended TCS. Andrew heard about the 

boarding experience from his brother and 

told his parents he also wanted to go to TCS 

and, thus, in September 1986 he arrived at 

the School. 

 Andrew loved his five years at TCS; he 

excelled at playing football and learned 

the joys of music. He was the field goal and 

convert kicker for Bigside football and in his 

last year he led the team in points. Andrew 

says that football taught him about competi-

tiveness and the desire to win.

 During the time Andrew was at TCS, the 

music programme was in a nascent stage of 

development. Jeff McGee had come to TCS 

to head up the music department, and he 

was ably assisted by Tony Prower ’46. They 

encouraged him to work hard at music, and 

while Andrew arrived at the School with 

a bass guitar, he was assigned to play the 

trombone and learn how to read music in 

the process. This, according to Andrew, gave 

him the grounding in music which is with 

him today. Andrew returned to playing the 

bass guitar in bands at the School and, today, 

continues to play in a rock band that tours 

southern Ontario.

“Discovery of one’s own talents is what makes 

TCS special.”

 TCS, says Andrew, was outstanding, 

with some of the best years of his life spent 

in boarding. The boarding experience was 

extremely fulfilling; the friends he made 

were friends made for a lifetime. The sports 

programme was second to none, and the 

music programme grew exponentially 

during Grades 10-13. Andrew believes TCS 

has given him a tremendous life balance. 

 Andrew wants to see other young men 

and women experience what he received at 

TCS and has, therefore, included the School 

in his will. Funds will be used to support 

both sports and music at the School; this 

is an unique approach and Andrew is to be 

commended for remembering TCS in such a 

special way. 

 Thank you, Andrew Buntain ’91, for your 

ongoing love and support of Trinity College 

School.

W.A. Johnson Society (as of September 30, 2015)

For the Love of the School
to send their son to Port Hope. So began the 
Booth era, which endures at TCS today. 
 George did exceptionally well at TCS 
both socially and athletically. Admittedly, 
academics were not in the forefront of 
George’s mind, and many years later he was 
diagnosed with a learning challenge. In those 
days, schools had very little knowledge about 
learning issues, and so could not provide 
added assistance for students like George 
who did not fit the academic mainstream.
 George’s business career was spent with 
Booth Supply and then with UPS Canada as 
business development consultant. His real 
passion, though, was his volunteer work. He 
was a member of the board of Branksome Hall 
from 1980 to 1993, and the last seven years at 
Branksome he was the board chair, playing 
an instrumental role in leading two of the 
school’s capital campaigns. George was also 
the head of the Conference of Independent 
Schools from 1990 to 1992. After he stepped 
down at Branksome he volunteered with Holy 
Trinity School for six years during which time 
he was a board member and vice chair. 
 George’s devotion to TCS and his work 
on behalf of the School are legendary. He 
was a member of the TCS Governing Body 

from 2003 to 2007, including serving as a 
member of the governance task force. In 
2008, he became a trustee of the School, and 
since 2012 he has been the chair of the TCS 
Body of Trustees. He is a founding member 
of the 150th Anniversary Campaign cabinet 
(2010-2016).
 For many years George has been a 
substantial donor to TCS, but in 2013 he 
decided to include TCS in his estate plans. 
Why would he do this after all he has 
already done for the School? “It is plain 
and simple. I earnestly believe in Stuart 
Grainger (headmaster) and his team in their 
concerted effort offering academic support 
for all students but with an emphasis on 
those students who have different learning 
styles.” He wants today’s students to have 
what he did not have. He is also paying 
tribute to the lifelong friendships he has 
developed. “I made connections and 
developed a network that came from TCS, 
and it has paid me huge dividends.”
 George believes he is the lucky one but 
in fact it is TCS that has benefitted by having 
George Booth ’61 as such a loyal alumnus and 
dear friend of the School. Thank you, George.

George Booth fell in love with independent 
school education the day he arrived at 
Trinity College School in September 1955. 
The Booth family was introduced to the 
School by good friends, the Knight family, 
who lived nearby in both Toronto and 
Caledon, northwest of Toronto. The Knight’s 
son, David ’59 (who is also known as Fuzzy), 
had been at TCS for two years; George’s 
parents were so impressed with Fuzzy’s 
comments about the School, they decided 

george l. booth ’61

Anonymous (4)
Eleanor & Grant Beath
John N. Belyea ’80
Geoffrey L. Boone ’54
Donald J. Bowman ’77
Colin T. Brown ’75
Andrew H. Buntain ’91
H. Michael Burns ’56
R. Brian Cartwright ’86

Abby L. Colwell ’03
J. Douglas Cunningham ’59
Geoffrey M.C. Dale
Eric R.L. Davies ’82
Jennifer A. Drew ’92
Christopher J. English ’57
Paul Godfrey ’52 =
Jonathan D.A. Good ’90
Joan Harrington

Anthony O. Hendrie ’52
Daniel G.P. Holland ’90
Ernest Howard ’46
Walter Howell
Edward J.M. Huycke ‘45
Francisco L. Camino Ivanissevich ’78
Donovan Kellyman ’07
J. Timothy Kennish ’58

Ann E. McCurdy & Frank A. 
 Lawler ’84
Jeremy Main ’46
Aaron C.B. Maybin ’97
David E. McCart ’67
A. David McGinnis ’33
Michael A. Meighen ’56
Jennifer Powles
Carol Scott & Karl E. Scott ’67

Kenneth A.C. Scott ’43
Derek A. Smith ’72
Neil D. Stephenson ’80
Douglas Kirk & Susan Stirling
Stephen K. Suh ’79
George S. Thompson ‘66
W. Duncan Tingle ’63
Robert W.F. Wilson-Rogers ’71

= Deceased

The W.A. Johnson Society recognizes those donors who have made a planned gift to Trinity College School, such as through a bequest, life insurance, 
gift annuity or charitable remainder trust/gift of residual interest. We thank them for their dedication and commitment to TCS.

Should anyone wish for information on any of the School’s planned giving programs, please contact David McCart ’67,  
special advisor to the office of philanthropy & alumni, at dmccart@tcs.on.ca or 613-449-6359.



Annual Report of  
the TCS Foundation

special section

july 2014 – june 2015

at the annual general meeting of TCS Foundation, held at the 
School on October 3, 2015, a number of changes in the composition 
of the foundation board took place. The following directors have 
come to the end of their terms and have completed their service to 
the foundation: Michael Davies ’55 P’80 ’82 ’84 ’85, Jackie Fong P’97 
’99 ’03 ’05 and Arnold Massey ’55 P’83. Each of these individuals has 
made important contributions to the foundation and we are grateful 
for their commitment.
 We are very pleased to have Charyl Galpin P’07 ’08, the Hon. 
Michael Meighen ’56 and Peter O’Brian ’64 P’00 joining the 
foundation board. These three individuals are a wonderful addition 
to the existing team of very capable and dedicated directors. They 
have deep and long-standing ties with the School and accomplished 
backgrounds in their respective fields. Each of the directors brings 
important talents and experience to the foundation board. Charyl 
has a rich background in financial services and currently heads 
BMO Nesbitt Burns Private Client Division. Michael has practiced 
law extensively and is currently counsel to the law firm Norton 
Rose Fulbright Canada LLP. Peter is an accomplished filmmaker 
and has been very involved in the Canadian film industry.
 Finally, I would like to acknowledge Michael Davies, 
the founding chair of the TCS Foundation and an incredible 
supporter of the School for many decades. In recognition of his 
contributions, we are proud to name him as the foundation’s first 
director emeritus.
 The endowment assets held by the TCS Foundation have 
continued to grow considerably through donations made to the 
School’s 150th Anniversary Campaign. Members of the foundation 

board have also actively supported the campaign and a number are 
among its leading donors.
 In recognition of the increased size of the TCS Foundation, 
the board has focused its attention on ensuring that we are well 
positioned to manage the greater magnitude of assets as well as the 
larger number of donors and dedicated bursaries and similar funds. 
To that end, we spent considerable time on our administrative 
practices, policies and procedures. We also have embarked on a 
process to re-examine our investment strategies to ensure we are 
achieving the optimal risk weighted return for the funds. This was 
kicked off with a joint meeting of the TCS Foundation board and the 
foundation’s investment committee in June. We are committed to 
ensuring that the foundation is an exemplary steward of the funds 
so graciously donated by the TCS family.
 In summary, one of the great rewards of participating in the 
School’s governance is to have the opportunity to work with so 
many skilled and dedicated members of the TCS family: staff and 
faculty, parents and former students. We are very fortunate to have 
such a wonderful group and, in particular, I would like to thank all 
of those who have been involved in TCS Foundation activities over 
the past year.

Brian Lawson ’78 
TCS Foundation Chair 
foundation@tcs.on.ca

I am pleased to report on the activities of the Trinity College School Foundation during the 

2014-2015 year. 
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2014-2015

Brian Lawson ’78, chair
Brian Westlake, secretary
Derek Smith ’72, treasurer
A. Jeffrey Prince, assistant secretary/ 
treasurer

directors
Jim Binch ’66
Christopher Brown ’63
N. Thomas Conyers ’73
Michael Davies ’55
Kevin Foley ’88
Jacqueline Fong
Sally Frackowiak
Arnold Massey ’55
Maria Phipps
Timothy Price ’59

governance committee
Jim Binch ’66
Jacqueline Fong
Sally Frackowiak
J. Tim Kennish ’58
Maria Phipps, chair
Timothy Price ’59
Brian Westlake
A. Jeffrey Prince, assistant secretary

investment committee
John Bellamy ’88
Jim Binch ’66
Christopher Brown ’63, chair
Kevin Foley ’88
John Hogarth ’78
William Wilder ’75
A. Jeffrey Prince

finance & audit committee
Christopher Brown ’63
N. Thomas Conyers ’73
Brian Lawson ’78, chair
Derek Smith ’72, treasurer
A. Jeffrey Prince

TCS Foundation Statement  
of Operations
Year ended June 30 (in dollars $) 2015 2014

Revenue

Donations 6,320,550 7,925,900

Investment income  5,061,289 6,063,743

Transfers from Trinity College School ---- ----

    11,381,839 13,989,643

Expenses

Grants to TCS  5,689,136 2,661,554

Administrative and general 140,616 174,504

Custodial and investment management fees 163,211 140,537

  5,992,963 2,976,595

Excess of revenue over expenses for the year  5,388,876 11,013,048

Fund balances, beginning of year 43,381,657 32,368,609

Transfers between funds ---- ----

Fund balances, end of year 48,770,533 43,381,657

Note: This statement reflects combined yearend totals for three funds: the unrestricted 

fund, the restricted fund (funds restricted by donors for special purposes at Trinity 

College School) and the endowment fund (funds where the donor has stipulated that the 

principal be maintained permanently).

*The 2013-2014 total does not include $2.2 million in additional donations designated to the 
Learning Commons. **The 2014-2015 total does not include $4.5 million designated to be spent 
on the Learning Commons and Athletic Centre projects in upcoming years. fall 2015  I  tcs news  I   43



The 150th Anniversary Campaign reached 
the 90% mark with $36 million in gifts and 
pledges towards the goal of $40 million. 
This includes $4.3 million in new donations 
received in the 2014-2015 fiscal year. These 
strong results reflect enthusiastic community 
support for the three campaign priorities of 
endowment growth, the Learning Commons 
project and the new Athletics Centre. 

Endowment growth in support of schol-
arships and bursaries remains the lead 
priority for the campaign. Thanks to the 
generous support of alumni and parents, 
combined with prudent investment 
management by the TCS Foundation, total 
foundation assets grew from $41.2 million 
to $48.8 million as of June 30, 2015. TCS is 
now home to one of the best-funded inde-
pendent school financial assistance programs 
in the country. The Class of 1989 Bursary 
was awarded for the first time in 2014-2015. 
A new day student initiative was introduced 
with the Donald F. Hunter Scholarship 
providing full tuition for two exceptional 
local students entering Grades 7 and 9.

Construction of the Learning Commons 
project was completed in fall 2015, 
supported by $9 million in gifts and pledges. 
Approximately $2.3 million in gifts were 
secured from a variety of sources in 2014-
2015, including parents and alumni via the 
Annual Giving program. As part of its 25th 

reunion, the class of 1990 set a fundraising 
goal of $100,000 in support of the Learning 
Commons.

Fundraising for the new Athletic Centre 
continued to generate momentum with 
gifts and pledges totaling $9.2 million as of 
June 30, 2015. These results represent 77% 
of the $12 million project goal. Completing 
the Athletic Centre will be a focus of 
fundraising via the Game On initiative 
introduced in June 2015, which includes the 
Burns-Massey donation challenge.

From left: Headmaster Stuart Grainger accepts a cheque 
for $52,000 from 2014-2015 TCS Parents' Guild President 
Leisa Clifford to fund new Chapel Choir pews. 

 

The TCS Parents' Guild celebrated its 112th 
year of service to the TCS community with a 
wide range of fundraising and community-
building initiatives including the Bear 
Boutique, chapel decorating, Valentine’s 
Celebration, exam and birthday package 
sales and, of course, Bear Fair. As a result, 

the guild granted back to the School more 
than $100,000 in support of students, 
funding programs such as: a new rowing 
skull, a frozen yogurt machine in Osler Hall, 
the guest musical artist series, computer 
studies equipment and Junior School 
reference books, sports jerseys and science 
equipment. In recognition of its long 
association with the Memorial Chapel, the 
guild funded the construction of new chapel 
pews as a special 150th anniversary gift to 
the School.

Opening the refurbished doors to Osler Hall

The 2014-2015 Annual Giving program 
topped $1 million for the fifth straight year 
with 1,193 donations from alumni, parents, 
past parents, students, staff and friends. 
The annual fund generates donations for 
numerous priority initiatives and enhance-
ments identified each year. In addition to 
supporting the Learning Commons project, 
annual gifts directly supported bursaries for 
students, renovations to the hockey change 
rooms and new starting blocks for the pool. 
The historic doors on several buildings are 
being restored: Osler Hall, W.A. Johnson 
Block and Trinity House (funded by the 
class of 1955); Bethune House (funded 
by the class of 1995 in honour of the late 
Andrew Westlake ’95); and Brent House 
(funded by the Graham family: Keith, 
Brenda, Chris ’13, Jonathan ’14). The historic 
sports team photos were reframed and rein-
stalled in the boys’ boarding houses thanks 
to a gift from the class of 1973. 

Fundraising Highlights

Artist rendering of the proposed new Athletic Centre
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Fundraising Results
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postscript

At the annual general meeting of the TCS Governing Body on 
October 3, I had the great pleasure of thanking outgoing board chair 
Adam Howard ’76 for his tremendous service to Trinity College 
School. Adam has shown great leadership during a significant 
period in the School’s history, as we celebrated the 150th anniversary 
of the School on the Hill and embarked on the largest fundraising 
campaign in TCS history. I know that I have very big shoes to fill as I 
take over as chair of the board. 
 I have reason to be confident, though, as we have a wonderful 
team of governors, trustees and honorary trustees working on behalf 
of the School. At the AGM, we also bid farewell to board members 
John Hogarth ’78, Will Kennedy ’72 and Amanda Hawkins ’03. 
Together, these three represent over three decades of service to the 
board and their contributions will be missed. Happily, we welcomed 
four new board members this fall, each of whom brings a wealth 
of business and volunteer experience: Ted Boyd ’82, Mike Lada ’97, 
Doug Scott ’81 and David Thomas ’82. We also welcomed five 
new trustees, all past board members: John Armstrong ’87, Chris 
Brown ’63, Eric Davies ’82, Isabel Tremblay ’94 and past parent 
Walter Howell.
 Although the School’s 150th year will soon draw to a close, there 
are still many exciting initiatives on the horizon. This fall saw the 
completion of the new Learning Commons, and in the spring an 

official dedication and blessing ceremony is planned for this amazing 
new facility. Fundraising is in full swing for the new Athletic Centre, 
with the hope of breaking ground in 2016. Based on the results of 
our 150th Anniversary Campaign thus far, there is every reason to 
anticipate success as we enter the homestretch.
 One of the reasons Trinity College School remains a unique 
community is that those who have gone before have left something 
behind for future generations. You need only look around campus 
to see tangible reminders of the incredible support shown by our 
school community; every building is the result of the commitment 
of our alumni, parents, staff and friends to ensuring the School’s 
continued prosperity.
 I am very proud to be part of a TCS legacy family, with four 
generations of our family having attended the School, including 
my own children. I look forward to serving as board chair and 
working with Headmaster Stuart Grainger and members of the TCS 
Governing Body to build upon the 150-year tradition of excellence at 
the School. I welcome your input and thank you for your support.

Rick Byers ’78 P’08 ’10 ’12 is the chair of the TCS Governing Body.  
To learn more about our governors, trustees and honorary 
trustees, visit the “who we are” section of www.tcs.on.ca.

Gathering at the Memorial Cross, Reunion Weekend 2015

A Unique Community
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JAnuARy 13, 2016 
Bahamas Branch Reception
JAnuARy 15, 2016 
Winter Alumni Games (Basketball, Hockey, Volleyball)

JAnuARy 15 To 16, 2016 
9th Annual TCS Squash Championships
JAnuARy 16, 2016 
8th Annual Collin Cureatz ’02 Memorial Shinny 
Tournament
JAnuARy 28, 2016 
Cayman Branch Reception
FeBRuARy 19 To 20, 2016 
Parents Open House
MARCH 9, 2016 
Halifax Alumni Social
MARCH 10, 2016 
Guelph-Kitchener-Waterloo Alumni Social
MARCH 31, 2016 
London, ON Alumni Social
MAy 11, 2016 
Hong Kong Branch Reception
MAy 1, 2016 
3rd Annual TCS Ties That Bind
MAy 27, 2016 
28th Annual TCS Golf Tournament
MAy 27 To 29, 2016 
Reunion Weekend 
MAy 28, 2016 
Spring Alumni Games (various sports TBA)

MAy 29 To June 1, 2016 
2nd Annual TCS Ryder Cup Golf Matches

55 Deblaquire Street North 
Port Hope, Ontario L1A 4K7 
phone: 905-885-3217 
fax: 905-885-9690  
www.tcs.on.ca

Our Mission 
Developing habits of the heart and mind 
for a life of purpose and service

Our Vision 
Trinity College School will be 
internationally regarded for excellence 
in developing leaders of character, 
purpose and vision due to the strength of 
its people, programme and place.

Communications Office  
phone: 905-885-3198 
email: communications@tcs.on.ca 
Ashley DiNova, Director of  
Communications

Admissions Office 
phone: 905-885-3209 
email: admissions@tcs.on.ca 
Kathy LaBranche, Director of Admissions

Philanthropy & Alumni 
Office 
phone: 905-885-1295 
email: philanthropy@tcs.on.ca

Doug Mann 
Executive Director of 
Philanthropy & Alumni 
dmann@tcs.on.ca 

Tricia Mandryk  
Director of Philanthropy  
& Alumni  
tmandryk@tcs.on.ca  

Contains 10% post-consumer 
recycled content.

/TCSBears

/TrinityCollegeSchool

Trinity College School Alumni Group

Save the date

For details or to register, visit www.tcs.on.ca/alumni or contact the  
philanthropy & alumni office at 905-885-1295 or events@tcs.on.ca.

www.
tcs.on.ca

Visit the Alumni section for news, events and links to 
services such as the Alumni Directory. And don’t forget to 
check out Headmaster Stuart Grainger’s weekly blog at 
www.tcs.on.ca/headlines

“Like” us at our main page: www.facebook.com/TCSBears and 
the alumni page: www.facebook.com/TrinityCollegeSchool

Join us at Trinity College School Alumni Group

Follow us at www.twitter.com/TCSBears

Watch us at www.youtube.com/TCSBears

Share our images at www.instagram.com/TCS Bears

Pin our photos at www.pinterest.com/TCS Bears

Stay Connected
with TCS Alumni Online!



Our Game On campaign is now in the fi nal quarter, and we’re counting on you to help 
complete the new Athletic Centre. With your help, we’ll reinforce the important role of 
athletics and fi tness in the lives of our students. 

The design for our proposed $12-million Athletic Centre includes: two gymnasiums; 
two additional squash courts (for a total of fi ve); large cardio & resistance training area; 
and a physical therapy facility.

Add your name to the roster of alumni who have donated generously to this important 
campaign. Make your gift even stronger through the Burns-Massey Challenge.

Join the team. Pledge your support at GameOn.tcs.on.ca

SUPPORT 
40,000 FT2 
OF ATHLETIC 
AWESOMENESS
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